SYRESHAM PARISH COUNCIL
CLIMATE EMERGENCY ACTION PLAN
Following the Parish Council’s declaration of a Climate Emergency, the Climate Change and Environmental Committee (CCEC) has prepared the following Action Plan (to be approved by the full Parish Council). The plan is based on the 9 steps advocated by the ARUP publication:- ‘You’ve declared a Climate Emergency…what next? Guidance for Local Authorities’
STEPS
1) OWN – the CCEC will ‘own’ and co-ordinate climate action across the Parish Council
2) UNDERSTAND – the Parish Council feels that there is already a good general understanding in our community on what ‘global warming’ is and what is causing it. We understand that, whilst warming of the earth is a natural process, human activities are causing the temperature to rise more rapidly than in the past and that carbon dioxide production and release is a major cause of Climate Change.
3) PLAN – the Parish Council has agreed that our targets will accord with those of West Northamptonshire Council. Although WNC has not declared a Climate Emergency they have signed up to the UK100 Net Zero Pledge and have committed to achieve Net Zero in West Northamptonshire’s own emissions by 2030 and those of its residents and businesses by 2045. 
-The Parish Council is committed to managing its own assets and activities (listed below) in the light of Climate Change and publicise what we are doing, thereby showing leadership.
-The Parish Council will endeavour to establish itself as a source of information on carbon control issues, educating and advocating best practice.
-The Parish Council will lead the community by devising, championing and implementing local community activities in supporting best practice.
-The Parish Council will advocate strongly for carbon control measures with WNC and other parties and work together to support delivery.
4) COLLABORATE – the Parish Council will engage with and take advice from other organisations e.g. Climate Action – West Northants (CA-WN), West Northants Council, Sustainable West Northants etc.
5) PRIORITISE - the Parish Council will consider what action to take first and what will have the biggest impact.
6) BUDGET – the Parish Council will include Climate Change activity costs in its annual budget.
7) INVEST – the Parish Council will secure investment in the form of grants as and when it proves necessary.
8) IMPLEMENT – The Parish Council has a programme of activities (detailed below), which it will adhere to.
9) MONITOR – The monitoring will be carried out by both the PC and the CCEC who will measure progress at their meetings. They will learn from the results in order to make and drive forward future progress.

PARISH COUNCIL ASSETS (Responsibilities), ACTIVITIES AND ACTIONS
Streetlighting and Electricity Consumption – the PC has already significantly reduced electricity consumption through the installation of LED street lighting.                                                                                    
ACTION – When the fixed electricity tariff is due for renewal, the Parish Council should change to green energy tariff.
Grasscutting – the PC has already looked at different ways of improving biodiversity through the trial of No Mow May, wildflower planting and obtaining advice from the Wildlife Trust on rewilding verges
ACTION – act upon the advice in the report provided by the Wildlife Trust and increase wildflower area in Swingfield and Pocket Park. Encourage mowing contractors to switch to electric machinery ( the current contractor has already stated that he is considering moving to electric when he upgrades his equipment). Monitor what happens to grass cuttings.
Parish Council Office – The Clerk has already been reducing paper usage and printing by emailing reports, policies and meeting documents to Councillors (rather than printing out document packs), has been recycling waste paper and has reduced laminating by not laminating reports for display at the Annual Parish Meeting. Councillors have also been reading reports etc online rather than printing them off and using mobile phones, i-pads etc for viewing agendas and documents. Planning documents and documents relating to meeting attended by Councillors are also shown on screen at meetings rather than producing paper copies.
ACTION –  Ensure any paper used is recycled paper or sustainably produced. Continue to reduce laminating, recycle ink cartridges and consider Office 365 for all Councillors to further reduce need for printing.
Pocket Park – the park has recently been renovated and large areas of grassland have been left to grow during the summer months. Woodland bulbs have been planted in the woodland walk area.
ACTION – Continue to focus on nature whilst at the same time balancing recreational use.
Swingfield – The Council has already liaised with the school and children have planted up the small trial wildflower area.
ACTION – Manage and increase the new wildflower area and ensure that the school continues to be involved. The one remaining piece of ‘old’ equipment will soon require replacement. Consider the environment when this is replaced and also when other equipment is installed in future.
Street Furniture – the PC has already purchased recycled plastic tables and benches for the Pocket Park
ACTION – Consider what is purchased in the future and the best options for protection of forests and carbon production. The PC has already agreed to purchase of a new bench for the top of the High Street to replace the one that was destroyed by a falling branch. This will be similar to the ones in the Pocket Park.
Dog Waste Bin Emptying – this will be considered and decisions made when we have more information on carbon control best practice in this area.
Educating and Advocating – The CCEC has already started to do this through the Climate Change Fair, by producing advisory leaflets delivered to each household in the parish and creating a CCEC area on the village website. The minutes of all CCEC meeting are also displayed on the website. The PC also arranged for speakers to come to the Annual Parish Meeting to speak on the topics of Climate Change and the Environment.
ACTION – Continue to educate and advocate and communicate with residents. Hold another Climate Change Fair in the autumn.
Village Design Statement 
ACTION – Incorporate Climate Change Focus when updating the VDS.



   
