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Early April saw the announcement 
from Buckingham Palace of the passing 
of HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh 
at the age of 99, after 73 years of 
marriage to The Queen. The 
community will have expressed its 
feelings about the massive contribution 
made by the Prince. Several villagers 
have provided tributes here of DofE. 
The local political scene has changed.  
The long familiar South 
Northamptonshire Council has merged 
with Northampton Borough and 
Daventry District Councils  creating the 
new West Northamptonshire Unitary 
Authority covering all the usual local 
government responsibilities.  We will 
have new Councillors in the Silverstone 
Ward. A total of 93 councillors were up 
for election on May 6th to the new 
Unitary Council. Three seats in each of 
the 31 wards have been up for election 
in the new Council. 
Election Day was on Thursday 6th May, 
when voting for our new Local District 
Councillors, new Parish Council, and 
Police and Crime Commissioner of 
Northamptonshire took place. The 
results are on page 11. 
The Parish Council will continue to take 
responsibility for those matters which 
are provided at community level. 
I would like to express very grateful 
thanks to all our advertisers who have 
supported the magazine during these 
challenging times. 
Ian Draper Editor  - May 2021  

May Day Parade 
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HRH Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh 

One of many 
things that 
HRH Prince 
Philip will be 
remembered 
for is the 
Duke of 
Edinburgh 
Award 
Scheme. It challenges the 
youth of the day, through 
different youth organisations 
and schools across the world, 
setting challenges,  rewarding 
and recognising their efforts.   
A few Syresham residents were 
involved here are some of their 
recollections:-   

In 1964 four of us boys in the 
Silverstone Boys Brigade signed up for 
the Duke of Edinburgh's 

 

progressed. We trekked 
the Brecon Beacons, Derbyshire and 
Snowdonia. On the 

 

memorable day. 
We even made it to the local 

 

Alice Wyness 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is one of 
my favourite memories from school. As 
a lover of the outdoors, I had no 
hesitation in signing up for the bronze 
expedition aged 14. Despite the 
blisters, I thoroughly loved it and the 
fact that I went on to complete silver 
and gold is testament to that!  
Through DofE, I made many great 
friends and developed so many skills. 
The organisation involved in planning 
the route, finding suitable food and 
ensuring we had all the equipment was 
huge. Team work was something the 
scheme really tests you on! Trying to 
remain amicable when you've had a 
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disagreement after 3 hours sleep and 
walking 25 kilometres in a blizzard– 
that is not always easy!  
I have so many memories from those 
days, and not all were fun! Like when 
our tent blew down in the night in the 
Peak District! But times like those really 
made me appreciate the easier times, 
like finishing our silver expedition  in 
glorious sunshine in Bourton-on-the-
Water! I also have many happy 
memories of volunteering as a helper 
at Syresham brownies. I helped there 
for around 6 years, until I went to 
university. 
I feel extremely fortunate to have been 
given the opportunity to take part in 
such a wonderful scheme and hope it 
continues for generations to come.  
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
Scheme opened up for me an outdoor 
world that I would not otherwise have  
experienced at school or elsewhere. 
Jeanette Williams 
Nearly fifty years ago, my friends and I 
walked the Knightley Way for the 
Bronze “expedition” part of the DofE.  
It sounds quite mild but we were very 
young and hadn’t had much experience 
out in the countryside.  We stayed 
overnight at the youth hostels in Badby 
and Greens Norton and ended the 
journey at Stoke Bruerne.  Being city 
girls, we had assumed it was easy to 
hop on and off buses everywhere! 
However, there were no buses from 
Stoke Bruerne late on a Sunday 
afternoon.  We found a phone box and 
rang my Dad to come from Birmingham 
to rescue us.  We had to reverse the 
charges so even if there had been a 

bus, we hadn’t allowed enough money 
for the fares.  We learned a lot from 
those foolish planning mistakes and a 
few years later we were confident and 
safe in more challenging terrain such as 
High Peak.   
I saw Prince Philip briefly in person at a 
Gold Award presentation at 
Buckingham Palace in 1978.  He asked 
the person next to me what interests 
they had followed: “Breeding race 
horses, Sir”.  I remember that HRH had 
the grace to be attentive to the 
racehorse story but not so much as to 
make other guests feel intimidated.  He 
was, as you would expect, charming.   
Filming the Royal Funeral 
I have been a television camera 
operator for 44 years and every now 
and then, a job comes along and you 
feel humbled to be asked to do it. One 
such occasion was to film Prince 
Philip’s Funeral at Windsor Castle.  I 
had actually been booked for this for 
over 25 years! And I am booked for the 
Queen’s funeral too.  
I was chosen to be part of a 60 plus 
outside broadcast unit for the BBC.  60 
cameras??!! Yes! Over 60 in fact. 
Which sounds a lot of cameras to film a 
funeral, but with the three temporary 
studios on site, BBC, ITV and Sky, all 
with 5 cameras in each, that’s 15 
already. And there were those to film 
the hearse from its arrival into Windsor 
Park, and its journey through the castle 
grounds and inside St George’s Chapel.  
My camera location was on the parade 
ground, beside an arch leading to 
Horseshoe Cloister, and the famous 
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steps of St George’s Chapel.  I was to 
film the Land Rover hearse as it 
progressed on its journey. It was easy 
enough, although on the day, over 20 
million people around the world would 
be watching, so I didn’t want to muck it 
up! We  rehearsed filming with all the 
various military units, lining up in 
formation. They were magnificent in 
their splendour. As a camera operator, I 
am used to being up and close, in a 
privileged position when filming various 
events.  I am always in awe when I see 
these soldiers in formal dress, every 
item in pristine condition and perfect. 
I have filmed members of the Royal 
Family before. I was lucky enough to 
follow The Queen and Prince Phillip 
around Chelsea Flower Show, when the 
show was opened up on a Monday 
evening, exclusively for them, each 
year.  
The moment arrived, I saw the 
procession coming down the hill 
towards me— it was time for my big 
shot! I still get nervous on such 
occasions, nobody wants to make a 
mistake or miss a vital shot.  I could see 
in my viewfinder, as I focussed up, the 
poignant gloves, belonging to the Duke, 
with a white ring bouquet, placed 
behind the gloves. This was it. Focus on 
the flowers and gently zoom out to 
reveal the Land Rover, with the Royal 
Household Guards in their red tunics, 
making a perfect backdrop. With 
butterflies buzzing in my stomach, I 
panned left as the hearse passed 
through the arch, with the Royal party 
walking behind. I couldn’t resist looking 
away from viewfinder and watch as 
they walked by solemnly just a few feet 

away. William and Harry weren’t 
arguing!  
I was standing next to the Chapel 
building where the service was taking 
place and wished I could be part of the 
crew filming inside, but that was done 
by remotely  operated cameras, 
strategically placed all around the 
chapel.  
Who will forget the sad pictures of the 
Queen, alone in her grief, with nobody 
to comfort her. It certainly brought a 
tear to my eye.  
The next day we received thanks for a 
professional job and the director’s 
words, “I think we did him proud!” were 
very apt.   
Keith Watts, Camera 30 
Ed Orr-Ewing 
I completed the Duke of Edinburgh 
Silver award aged 16, in 2006. I found 
the whole award a life-changing and 
valuable experience that allowed me to 
discover new interests and talents. It 
helped me significantly as I built 
essential skills for life and work whilst it 
also proved a recognised mark of 
achievement by employers as I looked 
for work through and beyond 
University. 
For the expedition, we completed a 3 
day/2 night 70km walk through the 
Cevennes National Park in the South of 
France. Despite nearly 3 days of solid 
rain, multiple blisters and sleepless 
nights, it was a thoroughly enjoyable 
experience that helped to build lasting 
relationships and valuable skills. 
Teamwork and leadership stood out and 
have definitely helped me to navigate 
challenging situations in  life. 6 
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The award also gave me the 
opportunity to volunteer time to help 
a local community in North London as 
well as physically challenge myself in 
sporting activities. 

I’m incredibly 
grateful for the 
invaluable 
opportunity given 
to me through the 
Duke of Edinburgh 

awards and I would definitely 
encourage those in the future to 
participate! 
Tom Saunders (Dot’s Grandson) 
I decided to participate in the Duke of 
Edinburgh award at the age of 13.  I 
had no idea of the impact that it would 
have on me over the next couple of 
years while completing it, let alone 
what it would help me accomplish in 
later life. To help understand the 
impact that Prince Philip has had 
though the award you can just look at 
the numbers, in 2019 alone the award 
had 72,000 young adults sign up across 
130 countries.  I am just one of 
millions that this award has helped 
over its 65 years of operation.   
There was nothing easy about 
completing my gold award, however 
the enjoyment, satisfaction, and the 
memories that I gained from it were 
immense. This was done through the 
likes of volunteering with my local 
Scout group, helping younger children 
learn news skills as well as embracing 
their wilder sides. The expeditions was 
probably one of the most challenging 
things I have ever achieved, 5 days of 
solid rain on the bleak Dartmoor, 

hiking 12 miles a day to the other 
extreme of 30+ degree heat in the 
Brecon Beacons! I know its hard to 
imagine Wales getting that hot, but it 
happened.  
The most memorable part of the 
Award though had to be my trip to 
India. I worked with a school in the 
Himalayas as well as hiking in some of 
the most pristine wilderness there is 
on earth.  
If you had asked me at 13 years old 
when I signed up for Duke of 
Edinburgh Award, do you think youwill 
live in Canada, working with children in 
Summer Camp, hiking up the Rocky 
Mountains every weekend I would not 
have believed you, but here I am.  
Without Prince Philip’s commitment to 
this award none of these experiences 
would have happened, and I would not 
be where I am today without him. 
While I sadly did not get to meet him 
at my award ceremony at the Palace, I 
know he was the man behind the 
scenes that helped me.  
Thanks to our contributors who have shared 
their experiences of a wonderful scheme, 
designed to assist young people.  Editor 

Syresham CE ST James School 
Well, lockdown 3 hit and with home-
schooling back on the agenda The 
Friends of Syresham School (FOSS) 
team were keen to support the 
wellbeing of the children with some 
light-hearted and fun entertainment. 
On Friday 5th February the children’s 7 
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Syresham CE ST James School 
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parents invited to watch their children. 
On Tuesday, despite the wind, rain and 
hail, Years 5 & 6  led a procession from 
the church to the school where the 
May King (Sonny) and the May Queen 
(Libby) were crowned. Despite the 
disappointment of not being able to 
hold our usual May Day fete the FOSS 
were pleased to be able to give the 
children ‘all the fun of the fete’.  Again, 
despite all the challenges, working 
closely with school the help of parents, 
volunteers and donations, we were 
able to provide some much-needed fun 
for the children. Thank you to all who 
have given their time, kindly donated, 
joined us via Zoom sporting a jazzy wig 
or hat, all to support our children and 
the village school. 
Can You Help? SPRING DIY and TIDY 
UP - Wednesday 19th and Thursday 
20th May, 7-9pm 
Following the success of our DIY 

evenings last year and the 
amazing impact just a few 
hours of parent and 
community help brings, we 
will be holding two SPRING 
DIY TIDY UP evenings on 
Wednesday 19th and 
Thursday 20th May, 
from 7-9pm. 

As ever there’s a long list of jobs - to fit 
all abilities! So please do pop your 
name down for an hour or so, to help 
keep the school outdoor learning 
environments as lovely as they 
currently are! If you are able to help 
please contact Sarah Paterson on 
07971 979034.  
Kelly Dalwood  

entertainer Lucas Jet came in for an 
afternoon of circus craziness. It was 
heart-warming to see the children 
smile, laugh and attempt to juggle 
socks – all via zoom – with their 
classmates.  Awesome!  
The FOSS arranged another Friday of 
family fun with our first ever Virtual 
Comedy Bingo Night on 19th 
February. The bingo lingo was on 
point, the drinks and snacks were 
aplenty, and the headgear was 
brilliantly bonkers. Prizes included a 
Wide range of hampers, for everyone, 
including a fab Fruit and Veg Box, 
kindly donated by A W Duncombe & 
Sons Ltd. Our thanks to Bren and Val 
at Comedy Bingo for a fab evening 
that raised £90 to help support our 
school.  
In March, we organised a Parents Pub 
Quiz with maths skills, playdoh artistry 
and a knowledge of famous dogs all 
put to the test. It 
was great fun 
and a huge thank 
you to Claire 
Turnham for 
organising the 
quiz and 
delivering the 
prizes, and to the 
hilariously 
brilliant quiz master, James. Congrats 
to the quiz leaders, Nerd Immunity! 
On to May and a week-long 
celebration with our Mini May Day 
Fete afternoons in school for each 
class bubble, with traditional games, a 
bouncy castle and ice creams (and hot 
chocolate!) followed by Maypole 
dancing in the playground with 

Libby Sonny 



9 

sausages.  We loved that the Fish and 
Chip van came along once a week, that 
was very welcome, as food rationing 
was very strict, and minimal.  There 
were several other evacuees living 
there. 
I worked on a Saturday for Colonel 
Blackingstone, he lived at The Priory, 
and I also helped the lady at the big 
house on High Street, (Mrs 
Beresford?). She was collecting things 
to send to the sailors of the Merchant 
Navy. She was really very good to us 
evacuee children. Our stepfather 
was killed on his first voyage and three 
of my uncles too.  
We eventually returned to London, 
staying with family and friends, as all 
our own houses were bomb damaged. 
Among my friends I remember Mary 
Vidler and Frances Archer, from 
Malthouse Lane.  I am still in contact 
with Brian and his family.  I met my 
best friend, Betty Hunter, from 
Crowfield, at the school.  When we 
reached age 12, Mr Williams got us 
places at Paddington Technical 
College. I became a court dress-maker, 
and when my daughters began 
secondary education, I took courses in 
English and Typing.  I progressed from 
there eventually to become a 
University Registrar. 
Norma Nunn (nee Nimmo)  SW 
London  
Mums and Tots Group 
After a whole year of not meeting up, 
we were very excited about starting 
the group again. We had lots of 
cleaning, sorting and paperwork to 
complete to comply with Covid rules 

A Wartime Evacuee in Syresham 
Occasionally we receive messages from past 
residents of the village, recalling their happy days 
here, as a young child or just remembering their 
life in Syresham. The most recent such contact 
came from Norma Nunn (nee Nimmo), who lives 
in the Wimbledon area of London.  She writes:- 

I was evacuated to Syresham in 
September 1939 with 
my mother, two 
brothers and sister. Our 
family name was 
Nimmo.   Mrs Cory let 
us live in the servant 
quarters, at The 

Gatehouse. 
Except for my sister Yvonne, we all 
went to the village school, where Mr 
Williams was Headmaster.  I also recall  
Miss Payne, plus another teacher from 
London, Miss Hartridge.  We had 
classes in the Chapel at first, and we 
attended the Church, where I was 
christened. We had a lovely childhood 
in the village, it was a very different life 
from that in London. 
As my uncles were called up, my six 
aunts were bombed out, and they 
came to join us living in condemned 
cottages with their children.    
I will be 91 this year and have many 
happy memories of Syresham.  I kept in 
touch with friends, some of whom 
have sadly passed away.  I recall Pat 
Lovett in Bell Lane and Lilian Chapman, 
who married Roy Hawkins.  I can 
remember the Butchers on the corner 
of Broad Street, Tanners, and Mr 
Allen's shop in the High Street, and The 
Bell Inn, in Bell Lane, with Mr Wilks. 
Then there was the Bakehouse and 
Thomas's Shop for milk, bread and 
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before we could finally open the doors. 
With our face masks and sanitiser 
spray at the ready, our first session 

was a success. 
There were a few 
shy children as 
many of them were 
only tiny babies 
when they last saw 
each other! The 
adults were very 
happy to get out 

and about and to meet other mums or 
grandparents for a chat. Even though 
there were some restrictions with 
what we were allowed to put out for 
the children, they thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. The Duplo, building bricks 
and trundle toys are always some of 
the favourites. In the weeks ahead we 
hope to get outside, have more 
crafting activities available and more 
importantly, give our children the 
chance to socialise with each other, get 
used to being around other children 
and to build friendships. 
If you wish to attend a session, please 
contact Tina - 07809-244797.  
Mums and Tots is run by a voluntary 
group of parents and therefore there is 
a small charge to cover costs. At the 
moment we are restricted to only 15 
adults so please book rather than just 
dropping in. Our group meets on 
Wednesdays during school term time 
from 10:00am-11:45am in Syresham 
Village Hall.    
We look forward to welcoming new 
members. 
Tina Nesbitt 
 

  Dennis Read,  
December 1932 to February 
2021 
Dennis, lived in Wap-
penham Road for over 
30 years with his wife, 
Brenda (nee Bray) until 
her passing in 2013.  
They were married in 
1956, and eventually 
moved from St Albans to Chesham, 
Buckinghamshire, before coming to 
Syresham. He remained in the village 
doing general gardening work after 
retirement from the butchery trade.  
Like other residents in Wappenham 
Road, he was asked by South North-
ants Council to ensure clearance of 
the ditch behind the bungalows.  They 
were both worried about doing their 
bit, and did their best with the job. 

That is till he fell 
into the ditch and 
dislocated a 
shoulder! He was 

then laid up in 
bed for several 
weeks.  Need-

less to say the ditch never got cleared!  
With his wife he was a member of the 
Friendship Club, and they also played 
Bowls.  Both were regularly at the 
annual village Pantomime. 
Dennis’s son David, and daughter, 
Hazel Pridgeon hope to have their 
ashes interred in the village cemetery 
some time in June, once the Covid 
restrictions are lifted. 
David Read and Hazel Pridgeon, 
April 2021 

Dennis and Brenda 
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pandemic. This event proved very 
successful with over 20 people taking 
part.  The Parish Council thanks those 
people for the good work they did, as 
well as those people who have 
continued to pick up litter on a regular 
basis throughout lockdown. The parish 
itself and grass verges surrounding the 
village certainly look all the better for 
it. 
The Parish Council is also very pleased 
to confirm that approval has been 
granted to borrow the sum of £13,000 
from the Public Works Loan Board 
which will be repaid over a period of 3 
years. This will be added to the money 
the Parish Council has already set aside 
for the purpose of providing the village 
with new street lighting and enable the 
street lighting project to go ahead 
before next winter and the dark nights 
are upon us again. 
By the time this article goes to press 
electors of Syresham will have cast 
their vote for people to represent them 
on the new West Northamptonshire 
Unitary Council; the Police, Fire and 
Crime Commissioner and of course the 
9 members of Syresham’s Parish 
Council. The results of these elections 
are published in this edition of the 
Syresham Times. 
Finally, just a reminder that the Parish 
Council provides bins for the use of the 
many dog owners and dog walkers in 
the village. As most of us already know 
– there is no such thing as the dog poo 
fairy! So please make sure you use the 
bins! 
Cllr Christina Munsey 
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Parish Council 
Report 
The Parish Council 
has continued to 
hold ‘virtual’ meetings via Zoom during 
the whole of the pandemic. This has 
enabled us to continue our work  in as 
near normal a fashion as possible and 
we have been able to conduct most of 
the necessary business of the council. 
However, the legislation that has 
allowed us to meet online expired on 
May 6th and it will not be extended. 
The next meetings of the Parish 
Council will be face-to-face in the 
village hall May 19th and 26th, 2021 – 
I personally feel that this is a good 
thing as it indicates that some 
normality is at last beginning to return 
to our lives. 
You may well have seen that work has 
been done in the Pocket Park. The 
path that leads around it has been 
relaid and benches are in the process 
of being put in various locations 
around the park. Soon there will be a 
smart new notice board, and the 
Pocket Park sign will be renovated. I 
am sure you will agree that the park 
now looks a lot smarter and more 
inviting, and we hope that everyone 
will use the opportunity to go along 
there to relax and enjoy the wonders 
that Nature has to offer. Work on the 
park has not finished yet, but we are 
certainly getting there. 
At the end of April the Parish Council 
organised this year’s annual Village 
Litterpick, which unfortunately had to 
be cancelled last year owing to the 
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later and was diagnosed with 
COVID.  This brought a rapid 
deterioration to his general health 
and his Parkinson’s symptoms became 
more pronounced.   

The care he was given in 
Godswell Park was amazing 
and they treated him like one 
of their own.  He passed 
peacefully away on February 
6th and will always be 
remembered for the strong 
man he was, a kind man who 
would help anyone and one 
who took a huge interest in life 
as a whole.  Always up for an 

adventure, taking his many 
photographs of his beloved birds and 
flowers over many years.  Gone but 
never forgotten. 
Pauline, Garry and Marina 
McKay 

Pimlico Light Railway   
In common with lots of 
organisations we are having 

to change the way we do things.  
Sadly we have made the decision not 
to run for the public any longer so the 
days of long Sunday afternoons in the 
sun with great refreshments and lots 
of trains running is a thing of the past. 
However Pimlico Light Railway Ltd., 
will continue on a smaller scale with a 
number of Members’ Days but only of 
course when the lifting of restrictions 
permits. On those days, Full Members 
will be able to invite members of their 
family and friends to join them as Day 
members but in order to control 
numbers, everything will be strictly by 

Barry McKay 1941 to 1921 
Barry was well known for riding around 
the village and local areas on his 3 
wheel scooter, which we used to call 
his Harley Davidson!  He usually had 
some dogs in tow, or was 
picking up rubbish from 
ditches and lay-bys around 
the village. 
You would have noticed 
over a period of time that 
he could no longer do this, 
so it would be me, or one of 
his lovely carers who would 
take him in his wheelchair, 
to keep up his interest in the goings on 
around the village and to hopefully 
meet people who would stop and talk 
to him.  
It was a sad time for our family when 
Barry went into permanent care in 
June 2020, just as we were coming out 
of the lockdown from March, due to 
my having a major operation which 
meant I could no longer care for 
him.  We had hoped that we should be 
able to continue enjoying things with 
him for visits, outings and pastimes, 
bringing him back to the Village for 
Coffee Mornings and Special 
Events.  However this was not to be, 
and Barry spent all that time in Care 
without me being able to hold his hand 
or comfort him in any way.  We spent 
the time on video calls and phone calls, 
which was not an easy solution, when 
the person you love is unable to speak 
clearly any longer.   
He received the vaccine in January, but 
then tested positive a couple of weeks 12 
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application and those Day members 
who come will need to sign in and be 
aware of the rules of the club. This will 
enable the days to be more easily 
managed and everyone who comes will 
be ‘known’, in contrast to the days in 
the past when we welcomed in excess 
of 100 people turning up, many of 
whom could be total strangers. 
Things move on and the way we did 
things in the past has sadly “Gone with 
regret”, but we look forward to being 
able to provide some different ways of 
running PLR for its members.  

John Roberts 

Welcome to New 
Residents 
Good-day to 
everyone from Jim 
and Hazel Nesbitt. 
We are very happy to 
have recently moved 
into The White Cottage, 14 Bell Lane 
and would like to introduce ourselves 
to the village. 
We are both originally from South 
Tyneside, but have lived the last 30 odd 
years in a village on the West Coast of 
Scotland.  
We have now moved south to be closer 
to our son and our two 
granddaughters, who live in Leighton 
Buzzard - not too far and not too near! 
We also have a daughter in Brisbane, 
Australia. We should be there now, but 
due to you-know-what, we are stuck 
here and will miss the birth of her first 
child at the beginning of May. 
I served for 28 years in the Royal Navy 
as an Engineering Artificer in Nuclear 

Submarines and reached the dizzy 
heights of Warrant Officer. Hazel 
worked as a Stroke Nurse for many 
years. 
After leaving the Royal Navy in 2008 I 
worked as an independent consultant 
within the defence industry in-
between our number one hobby of 
travelling, both in our motorhome and 
as independent travellers.  
Retiring in 2014 we continued our 
travels. Our hobbies include DIY, 
sailing, walking, gardening and of 
course our grandchildren.  
We look forward to joining in the 
social activities of the village and 
creating new friendships. 
Jim and Hazel Nesbitt  
Any other new residents who might like to introduce 
themselves, please contact the Editor? 

Local Election Results May 2021 
Northamptonshire Fire & Police 

Commissioner 
Stephen Mold, Conservative 

New West Northants Councillors 
Silverstone Ward (3) 

Dermot Bambridge  (Con) 
Charles Manners (Con) 
Alison Mitchell (Con) 

Syresham Parish Councillors  (9) 
The following are elected 

David Cranwell,  Ian Draper, 
Dorothy Dunkley, Sally Earl-Davies, 

David Green, Jennifer Haycock,  
Adam Jeskins, Helen McIver-

Bounden, 
Christina Munsey 
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needs will be able to make short 
journeys safely without using a car. 
Support us on Facebook, SNATRA 43 
or simply leave the car keys on the 
hook and walk or cycle if it is safe to 
do so. 
Stephanie Brackpool 
Syresham footpaths 
We have tried to keep all footpaths 
signed and open during lockdown. 
More people have been out and about 
in Syresham; stiles are legally designed 
for people even if bigger dogs are 
encouraged to access the farmland on 
a leash. 
A few paths have been seeded by 
landowners, but are still passable. 
These paths have been reported to 
NCC.  The sewage works path has 
been reported to NCC and is the 
subject of spring water! If a footpath is 
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South Northants Active Travel 
Route  
There has been some progress made 
since December; HS2 is currently 
looking at the feasibility of 
accommodating active travel routes at 
the Brackley A43/HS2 interface and 
the B4525/HS2 interface near 
Greatworth. 
Syresham's local initiative is being 
considered, along with others, in the 
Local Structure Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plans by Phil Jones 
Associates. 
John Grimshaw & Associates have 
submitted a possible ATR from 
Brackley  to High Cross.  Another local 
parish council has included a network 
of active travel routes within its village, 
in its draft development plans. Some of 
their ambitions also extend beyond 
their boundaries towards other villages 
and towns which would help greatly in 
creating a fully connected route 
running parallel to the A43. 
SNATRA is also in working with Climate 
Action-West Northants (CA-WN) to 
push forward with common pollution 
and climate change actions. 
Unfortunately no authority would 
assist in making an application for a 
grant even though SNATRA have a 
letter in support from our local MP, Rt 
Hon Andrea Leadsom. 
With the current emphasis on climate 
change and the decreasing use of fossil 
fuels this is exactly the right time to 
begin to build an active travel route in 
our area. It will mean all residents in 
the area, regardless of age or mobility 
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Photo Helen McIvor 

not properly signed or is impassable, do 
get in contact with us.  (01280 850659) 
Source of the River  Great Ouse, "The 
Old Mountains" 
This walk from the 
village is about 4 
miles long. Go up 
The Hill, starting at 
the bridge, opposite 
the Swingfield, and 
bear to the right, crossing the fields 
towards Crowfield. At the end of the 
horse paddock, bear right through the 
top of the paddock, and go across the 
field (about 1/2 o'clock), through a gap 
in the hedge, round the field (though 
the footpath should go diagonally 
across the field).   
Cross the wooden bridge over the Great 
Ouse with care—(signed, but it can be 
dangerous).  Follow the path to the 
right and head for the copse, "Manorial 
Earthworks". The Great Ouse springs 
here in wetter times; it is surrounded by 
a moat, and lots of fallen down trees. 
The official footpath crosses a summer 
wheat field.  
Turn right after the field end and follow 
the track/lane. It is possible to follow 
the Wappenham/Astwell road back to 
Syresham OR turn right before the road 
over a wooden bridge, through 
paddocks, turn right along a tree’d 
avenue (not signed), then across a field 
to a wooden 
bridge towards 
a copse. 
Go through the 
copse (signed), 

and follow the signed paths back to 
Syresham. 
Geoff and Steph Brackpool, 
(Footpath Wardens) 

Electrifying Improvement in 
Bell Lane 
There comes a 
moment in the 
life of every 
machine or 
appliance 
when it begins 
to show 
unmistakable signs of decrepitude.  
Components begin to fail or require 
repeated attention, the rated 
performance is a memory, and 
reliable operation has become a 
wish rather than an expectation. Our 
second hand Clio was on that 
slippery slope. We had talked for 
some time about changing to an 
electric car, but it was always “some 
day”, until October 2020 and the 
annual MOT reminder.  It was then 
that our minds were made up for us 
and we started our research.   
First hurdle: where to plug in?  We 
had no off street parking and a rapid 
search confirmed that trailing  cables 
across the pavement is not a legal 
option.   We learned from an 
exchange of emails with the parish 
clerk that charge points on-street or 
at the village hall were a future 
possibility but our need was 
immediate. We contacted 
Northamptonshire Highways to 
investigate the possibility of 
reinstating the dropped kerb and off
-street parking space that existed 
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when we moved to Syresham in 1979.  
(https://
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/
councilservices/northamptonshire-
highways/parking/Pages/apply-for-a-

dropped-kerb.aspx)  
They responded 
within a couple of 
weeks, had visited 
the site and 
approval granted, 
together with a list 

of council approved contractors.  We 
were in no doubt about which one to 
choose;  two never responded to our 
requests while the one who eventually 
carried out the work dropped by early 
one morning to have a look. 
In parallel we researched chargers and 
cars. Our electricity supplier Ecotricity, 
offer a single low tariff for EV owners 
and a discount on Rolec home 
chargers.  With their help we were able 
to select and order the charge pod, a 
“smart” device controlled by an app 
and selecting the most economical 
time to charge, and managing the 
whole process. The EV Home Charge 
Scheme government grant of £350 
from OZEV (Office for Zero Emissions 
Vehicles) had already been deducted 
from the price of the charger. 
The vexed question of which car to buy 
also proved easier to solve than we 
anticipated.  Discussions usually start 
with “range anxiety”: how far can we 
travel on one charge? It was our first 
thought too, but after testing a few 
different models and looking at the 
space we have, we knew we would 
prefer a smaller car in front of our bay 

window.  Among the more compact 
models, whether they travelled 100 or 
200 miles on a single charge becomes 
less important when charged at home.  
After analysing our usage, we 
discovered that almost all our trips are 
of 30 miles or less, one way, exactly 
the same as our forebears travelled in 
a day by horse, so as long as the 
vehicle range exceeded 70 - 80 miles, 
we would be happy.  This discovery 
made the choice a lot easier, and then 
learning that some manufacturers 
were at the time offering very 
attractive discounts, narrowed down 
the choice to two or three.   
In the end, the final choice was down 
to the build quality and the driving 
experience, the latter being a 
subjective decision which we only have 
to justify to ourselves! 
Brian Lynch 

Aubrey Green  1934 – 2020 
Born in Syresham in 
1934, Aubrey was 
the youngest son of 
Geoff and Annie 
Green and brother 
to Gerald and 
Winnie.  He 
attended the village 

school, the Sunday School twice on 
Sundays and was an active member of 
the Chapel. He regularly attended 
services, and was a trustee and 
Chairman for the George Timms 
Charity. In the chapel stood a solid fuel 
stove and it was Aubrey’s job to light 
this early on a Sunday during the 
winter months. Another responsibility 
he held at an early age was to walk to 
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the reservoir and turn on the tap 
which fed Kings Brewery, in Broad 
Street. 
Aubrey was passionate about sport 
which he played and followed all his 
life. In their school days his good 
friend Stan Hawkins remembers 
them kicking a tennis ball up to 
school. 
Aubrey played for the Banbury and 
District Schools Football League with 
friends Stan and Derek Holyoake.  
Three boys from one village was 
quite an achievement!  They played 
against teams from Wolverhampton, 
Birmingham, High Wycombe and 
Oxford. 
On leaving school he continued to 
play for the village team until he was 
called up for National Service. 
Returning from  duty for King and 
country, he found Syresham no 
longer had a football team, so he 
and Derek defected to Brackley 
whilst Stan went to Towcester. 
Aubrey always maintained that he 
was head hunted by Brackley! A year 
later, the trio returned to play their 
football in the North Bucks League.  
Aubrey also represented Brackley at 
Badminton playing their games at 
Beachborough School,  against 
teams in Wellingborough, Kettering 
and Northampton. Later, they  
carried on playing at RAF Croughton. 
Aubrey’s passion was always cricket 
and in later life he liked nothing 
more than to watch a test match 
that often ended in a draw!  He 
played his cricket for Syresham too.  
In those early days they played on 

Graves’ ground, opposite the pub and 
prior to the start of each game they 
would have to mow the wicket and 
mark out the boundary. The Sports 
Club were then fortunate enough to be 
given the land where they currently 
play and Aubrey continued his 
cricketing career eventually hanging up 
his bat in his mid-forties. He was 
considered by all to be a very good all-
round player. He won numerous 
trophies and awards. When his running 
days were over he took up the bowls at 
Brackley and District Bowling Club.  His 
enthusiasm for the game was obviously 
infectious as at one time brother 
Gerald, sons David and Jonathan and 
cousin Robert were all active 
members—it was a real family affair! 
Aubrey’s claim to fame was beating 
England International Gary Harrington 
in the club singles.  
On leaving school he took an 
apprenticeship as a mechanic at 
Alcock’s Garage in Brackley. He told the 
story of the early days of the 
Silverstone Grand Prix, when they 
drove the cars through Brackley en 
route to the circuit and it would be his 
job and the owner Mr Alcock’s to check 
and tune them up ready for the big 
event. After two years Aubrey was 
called up and continued his 
apprenticeship in the REME. 
Based at Windsor Barracks he was 
posted out to the Suez Canal during the 
crisis. We were told that their ship was 
the last to arrive, and it was all over 
upon their arrival!  Crossing the Bay of 
Biscay was a passage that Aubrey  
never forgot!   
He resumed work at Alcock’s until 
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Brackley Sawmills took him on as a 
mechanic.  His love affair with Brackley 
Sawmills lasted a lifetime until it ceased 
trading. 
In 1969 Aubrey married Shirley and 
they moved into their one and only 
home on the newly built Bridgewater 
Estate. Shirley’s father thought they 
were stretching themselves buying the 
corner plot bungalow for £3,000 
instead of a £2,000 smaller property.  It 
was to be Aubrey’s home for 51 years, 
where both David and Jonathan were  
born and raised. 
Good days were had on annual holidays 
to a variety of seaside resorts, 
sometimes in a tent, sometimes in a 
caravan and then the more luxurious 
ones spent in a guest house or hotel!   
Once the boys were grown up Aubrey 
and Shirley enjoyed some good times 
away with friends, their favourite place 
to visit was Germany.  Latterly Aubrey 
would go on coach tours in this country 
with a group of friends. 
He spent much time in the garden, 
doing his daily crosswords, completing 
jigsaws, popping out for coffee and cake 
and visiting Morrisons on a Monday. 
Aubrey loved the bungalow and stayed 
with the help of his family, friends and 
the carers until his short time in the 
Horton.  We all miss him greatly.   
Paula Green 
The Red House is gone 
I started working at the Red House 
nursing home in 1989. Gillian and David 
Wyness owned the Red House from 
1983 until 2001. Gillian gave up her 
career as a local district nurse and 

David his job in the Foreign office, 
before they converted it into a 25 bed 
nursing home. Over the next few 
years they also converted the 
adjacent barn into a family home.  
Many of the staff lived locally, mostly 
in Syresham and Crowfield, and they 
were very loyal to Gillian and David, 
until they retired. I have many fond 
memories of sing-alongs and outings 
with the residents, as well as all the 
laughs with Gillian!  I went on to 
marry Gillian and David's eldest son.  
I'm saddened to see the Red House 
demolished after making so many 
happy memories within. It certainly 
signifies the end of an era. 
Naomi Wyness 
Winnie Varney nee Green:  April 
1929 – November  2020 

Winnie Varney 
was born on the 
1st April 1929, but 
she was certainly 
no fool! 
In fact on thinking 
about Winnie, she 
was probably one 
of the most 

talented and gifted people I have ever 
known.  She could turn her hand to 



anything creative and had so many 
talents.  She could knit, crochet, lace 
make, bake, garden, hang wallpaper, 
flower arrange to name but a few. 
At one point she was making for almost 
everyone in the village and the 
surrounding areas particularly wedding 
and bridesmaids’ dresses!  I was a 
bridesmaid to two cousins who lived in 
Kettering and Marston St. Lawrence 
and she made all of those. 
Linda Coy sent a letter on hearing 
about Winnie and said that she had 
made her dress, two page-boy outfits I 
think she said and four bridesmaids’ 
dresses for her in 1969 and she 
charged the grand sum of £8.  This was 
the equivalent to a week’s wages for 
Linda! 
Winnie lived her whole life in Syresham 
with her parents Geoff and Annie, older 
brother Gerald and younger brother 
Aubrey.  She attended the village 
school, the Sunday School and Chapel 
all her life. 
Starting work at the Gate House aged 
14, she also worked at the Private Boys’ 
School in Whittlebury for a number of 
years. 
Always active in so many organisations 
in the village, she played her part in the 
community, and was probably the 
youngest member of the Friendship 
Club, and its treasurer for many years.  
She enjoyed the History Society 
meetings, was a member of the W.I., 
and the Scrabble nights at the Chapel.  
She loved Bowls Club until her knees 
gave way and would support quizzes, 
fetes and any sale going. 
Winnie loved people and enjoyed 

 hearing what they were up to.  She was 
interested in everything and would 
often ask me questions about children I 
had told her about after I had forgotten 
myself! 
She lived in Bell Lane with Clarence for 
52 years until his death in 2013. They 
loved going away on holiday in the 
earlier days. I find it hard to imagine 
them going to Cornwall on a 
motorbike, with Winnie riding pillion! 
They had a common love of the 
outdoors and their garden.  Clarence 
would tend to the vegetable patch and 
Winnie would be in the flower beds, 
something she still managed to do right 
up to her death. 
David as a young boy would come to 
stay in Syresham at Bell Lane, during 
his school holidays, going fishing with 
Uncle Clarence at Thomas’ Brook and 
being thoroughly spoilt by Aunt Win.  
When we had a spare evening we 
would walk round for a chat and a cup 
of tea.  You were always made very 
welcome. All those who knew Winnie, 
will have special tales to tell about her, 
she is greatly missed. 
Paula Green    
Syresham knitters 
A final big thank you from the Queen 
Elizabeth's Adventist Children's Home, 

Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe in 
Africa. 
The first 
consignment of 
jumpers has now 
been released 
from customs and 

19 

anything creative and had so many 
talents.  She could knit, crochet, lace 
make, bake, garden, hang wallpaper, 
flower arrange to name but a few. 
At one point she was making for almost 
everyone in the village and the 
surrounding areas particularly wedding 
and bridesmaids’ dresses!  I was a 
bridesmaid to two cousins who lived in 
Kettering and Marston St. Lawrence 
and she made all of those. 
Linda Coy sent a letter on hearing 
about Winnie and said that she had 
made her dress, two page-boy outfits I 
think she said and four bridesmaids’ 
dresses for her in 1969 and she 
charged the grand sum of £8.  This was 
the equivalent to a week’s wages for 
Linda! 
Winnie lived her whole life in Syresham 
with her parents Geoff and Annie, older 
brother Gerald and younger brother 
Aubrey.  She attended the village 
school, the Sunday School and Chapel 
all her life. 
Starting work at the Gate House aged 
14, she also worked at the Private Boys’ 
School in Whittlebury for a number of 
years. 
Always active in so many organisations 
in the village, she played her part in the 
community, and was probably the 
youngest member of the Friendship 
Club, and its treasurer for many years.  
She enjoyed the History Society 
meetings, was a member of the W.I., 
and the Scrabble nights at the Chapel.  
She loved Bowls Club until her knees 
gave way and would support quizzes, 
fetes and any sale going. 
Winnie loved people and enjoyed 

 hearing what they were up to.  She was 
interested in everything and would 
often ask me questions about children I 
had told her about after I had forgotten 
myself! 
She lived in Bell Lane with Clarence for 
52 years until his death in 2013. They 
loved going away on holiday in the 
earlier days. I find it hard to imagine 
them going to Cornwall on a 
motorbike, with Winnie riding pillion! 
They had a common love of the 
outdoors and their garden.  Clarence 
would tend to the vegetable patch and 
Winnie would be in the flower beds, 
something she still managed to do right 
up to her death. 
David as a young boy would come to 
stay in Syresham at Bell Lane, during 
his school holidays, going fishing with 
Uncle Clarence at Thomas’ Brook and 
being thoroughly spoilt by Aunt Win.  
When we had a spare evening we 
would walk round for a chat and a cup 
of tea.  You were always made very 
welcome. All those who knew Winnie, 
will have special tales to tell about her, 
she is greatly missed. 
Paula Green    
Syresham knitters 
A final big thank you from the Queen 
Elizabeth's Adventist Children's Home, 

Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe in 
Africa. 
The first 
consignment of 
jumpers has now 
been released 
from customs and 

19 



20 

delivered to the children's home. The 
second consignment is now in transit. 
You managed to knit over 100 items, 
75+ of these being lovely warm 
jumpers; the rest were cot blankets, 
hats of all sizes and 3 filled pencil cases. 
What a tremendous effort. Hopefully, 
we will be able to share a photograph 
soon. 
Sallie, Sheila and Steph 
News from the Rectory 
I think that we are emerging 
from lockdown in step with 
the world around us, 
emerging from winter – each 
time I go for a walk, or work 
in the garden I discover new 
growth – the leaves coming 
on the trees, the blossom in 
the garden, peonies I didn’t 
know I had, cowslips, 
primroses, bluebells, even the humble 
daisy and blowsy dandelion – they are 
all there. I even saw a house martin on 
a telephone wire the other day – that is 
definitely a harbinger of summer. 
My garden is also rewarding me for the 
harsh pruning we gave the shrubs last 
year – with climbing roses beginning to 
re-grow and buds appearing on the 
vine. In church we have just been 
thinking about the passage in the bible 
where Jesus describes himself as a vine 
– pruned and cared for by God in order 
to bear good fruit. He also says that as 
his followers, Christians need to be 
grafted on to him – as a vine is grafted 
onto rootstock. As parts of the vine, we 
also need to be pruned to bear good 
fruit. I think that many of us have 
experienced a form of pruning over the 

last year – we have had to discipline 
ourselves to stay at home, reduce our 
shopping trips, give up seeing close 
family and friends, forego holidays, say 
goodbye to loved ones who have died.  
As we come out of lockdown into a life 
where we can see our loved ones 
again, go travelling, do our shopping, 
go to church, maybe we need to look 
at our lives to see whether the pruning 
– the cutting back – has produced fruit 

in ourselves. Are we more 
appreciative of our loved 
ones, does the world 
around us seem even more 
precious as we travel 
through it, do we treasure 
our renewed contacts with 
the world around us and our 
communities? 
My prayer for us all is that 

as we return to something 
approaching ‘normal’ we will hold on 
to our renewed delight in 
relationships, the world around us and 
our communities and work towards 
making all we do fruitful – so that the 
future is full of promise for ourselves, 
our communities, and our world.  
Our churches are now open for 
worship most Sundays, so please do 
look out for service times and do come 
and join us.  
If you would like to meet me – for 
coffee/tea in the garden or for a local 
walk – I would love to hear from you. 
Tel:- 01327-226245.  
Email:- diane.whittaker@me.com  
God Bless, Revd Diane 
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 Syresham Village Hall 
The Trustees of Syresham Village Hall 
are delighted to announce that, after 
months of our lovely ‘new’ hall hardly 
being in use at all, we are at last 
beginning the process of opening up 
again. We hope that our village 
societies and much valued regular users 
will soon feel able to return – you will 
all be most welcome. We hope that 
parents will feel confident to book the 
hall for their children’s parties again – 
this is possible now, although there are 
still limitations on numbers. If you 
would like to enquire about booking the 
hall during the forthcoming year, please 
contact the booking clerk on 
bookingclerk@syresham.com (07950-
490411) and our booking clerk Keely 
will advise you. We would love to hear 
from you. 
All being well, the weekly Coffee Shop 
will open up again on June 24th. Some of 
our regular helpers have decided to ‘call 
it a day’ – and who can blame them as 
most are in their 80’s and 90’s! I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for the sterling service you have 
given to the Coffee Shop and also the 
Village Hall over many years and we 
hope you will all still visit us as 
customers and enjoy the regular 
Thursday morning chat and a cuppa – 
not to mention the delicious home-
made cake!! However, this also means 
that we really do need some new 
helpers. If you feel that you would like 
to join our ‘team’ and help on the rota 
every few weeks, I would be delighted 
to hear from you. If you like to bake, 
that is great. But even if you don’t we 
would still very much appreciate your 

help to serve the tea and coffee. 
Please contact me on 
crlmunsey@hotmail.com or message me 
on Facebook. 
We are also intending to hold our 
Scarecrow Festival on the weekend of 
24th and 25th July. The theme will be 
‘After The Year We Have Had – 
Anything Goes’. We very much hope 
that our new village residents will join 
in this great fun family event. There is 
also a Village Cabaret Evening in the 
hall on the evenings of 30th and 31st 
July. Our thanks go to Keith Watts for 
organising this event. I am sure he has 
been in contact with many of you 
already, but I also know that he would 
very much welcome more acts. If you 
would like to take part, Keith would 
love to hear from you on 
keithwatts55@btinternet.com  It does 
not matter what your act or talent is.  
Anything Goes. Well, almost anything! 
We hope to welcome you back to the 
hall in the very near future.  
See you soon! 
Chris Munsey - Chairman 

 Syresham St James CE 
Church 

Astwell Benefice Garden 
Party 

Lois Weedon House, Lois 
Weedon 

Saturday 26th June, 
2.00p.m. till 5.00 p.m. 
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 Syresham Village Hall 
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Syresham & District History 
Society 
Throughout the whole 
pandemic year, the 
History Society has met 
only a handful of 
times.  Currently we 
are using online Zoom 
meetings.  In April we 
were very well 
entertained by Mary McIntyre, who 
gave us a most enlightening talk about 
the Women in Astronomy. She traced 
the involvement of women in a largely 
male dominated science from 2,500 BC 
through to modern days.  
Our June and subsequent meetings 
will hopefully be back in the Village 

Hall. We have booked speakers on:- 
• The use of Honey through the ages 

(June 2nd),  
• The Carry On films, (July 7th)  
• Amy Johnson the flier, (August 4th) 
• Ernest Shackleton the Antarctic 

Explorer (September 8th) 
We are planning a Treasure Hunt in the 
village with a tea party to follow at the 
Village Hall—Sunday 1st August, and 
on Friday 29th  October we hope to 
run a Quiz evening.  We hope to see 
our  members and new members 
joining our programme of meetings. 
We meet at 7.30p.m. on the first 
Wednesday of the month.  (£3.00  on 
the door, and £1.00 raffle tickets). 
Ian Draper, Chairman 
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Residents’ Email contact 
The Parish Council looking at an email 
alert system, direct to residents where 
required.  The alerts would include 
parish announcements that are 
currently displayed on the village 
website (www.syreshamvillage.com) or 
posted on the village Facebook page. 
If this type of communication would 
be useful, please can you send your 
feedback on the proposal to the Parish 
Clerk on 01280-851178 or 
parishclerk@syresham.com. 
Samantha Hosking, Parish Clerk 

 

Advance Notice 
 

Scarecrow 
Festival 

Saturday and Sunday  
24th/25th July 2021 

Theme:-  Anything Goes, after 
a year like that! 

 

Let’s get that 
Syresham Community 

Spirit alive again!  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Village Hall, 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 26th May 2021 

Guest speakers—details to be announced.  
Members of public welcome subject to Covid restrictions. 
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If all goes well, the 
Sports Club will be 
open from 7.00pm 
Monday 17th May 
with same rules of 6 
per table or 2 

households with table service only.  
We will of course keep you updated 
with all details and guidelines. 
We shall be doing our monthly quiz on 
Friday 21st May  Starting at 7.30pm.  
Up to 6 players per team  - £2.00 per 
player.  Please confirm with Sarah 
07912-784294 if you’re planning on 
coming along with your team.  
Club membership will also be taken 
from now:- 

Single £12.50  Joint £20.00 
OAP £7.00  Junior £7.00 

Thank you to those that have 
supported us in our weekend 
openings. 
Sarah Whitehead  
Reporting Local Problems 
To report streetlighting faults in 
Syresham parish, issues with dog 
waste bins, the Swingfield or Pocket 
Park, please contact the Parish Clerk 
on 01280 851178, 
parishclerk@syresham.com 
To report issues directly to West 
Northamptonshire Council - such as 
the condition of roads and pavements, 
rights of way, litter, fly-tipping etc., 
please visit www.fixmystreet.com. 
For information about Syresham 
Parish including the council itself, all 
council services, local clubs/societies, 
the latest local news and 
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announcements, please visit:- 
www.syreshamvillage.com 
Please have a care for the Clerk’s 

workload. 
 

Sylvie Essame Dance Classes 
As we are doing syllabus exam work, I 
have been able to teach children’s 
dance classes in the village hall since 
12th April, and I will now be able to re-
start adult dance and Pilates classes – 
including seated Pilates – from the 
17th May. I am really looking forward 
to it. Fingers crossed this date doesn’t 
get changed, it’s been a very long 5 
months!  
Details will be on my website: 
www.sylvieessame.co.uk   
 

Syresham Chapel 
At present we are still 
Zooming our Sunday 
Evening Service but 
we hope by early 
June that we shall be 
able to meet in the 
Chapel.  The building is still open every 
day for anyone who wishes to go in for 
private prayer. 
Breakfast church children were able to 
do the Easter story and egg hunt by 
families being timed so no overlap.  
Such a shame the children could not 
meet  together. It is the Chapel’s 175th 
Anniversary this year.  We are hoping 
to celebrate later in the year and hope 
you will be able to share these 
celebrations with us. 
Dot 
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Hydramex Limited

Agricultural & 
Accessory Supplies

For all your hardware and accessory 
supplies, from Agricultural spares to 

Wellington boots. 
Equipment repairs, paints, spare parts.

Field Farm, 
Charlton Road, 

Evenley, 
Brackley 

NN13 5GH

01280 705202 
www.hydramex.com

Just off the Evenley roundabout on the A43

Classes continue on Zoom until 
we can return to local venues. 

•  Mondays, Wednesdays & 
   Fridays: 9.30-11am

•  Tuesdays: 7-8.30pm

A regular class gives structure to 
your week and helps you to feel 
fitter, stronger, more flexible and 
less stressed! 

Yoga with Eva

Eva 07970 659952 
eva@evayoga.co.uk
www.evayoga.co.uk 
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"Too small for a big accountant? "
"Then we're just right for you"

●  Home Visits ●  Fixed Fees 
●	Free Quotations

Call Brian Molyneux

01295 298747
2a Cope Road, 

Banbury OX16 2 EH

www.taxassist.co.uk/brianmolyneux

J.E.M.S. STATIONERS LTD
For all your home and office 
stationery supplies including 

computer consumables

Also stockists of:
Windsor & Newton 

Artists Materials
Medici, Caspari & 

Carte Blanche 
Quality greetings cards
Fax and Photocopying

Transfers to DVDs

13 MARKET PLACE BRACKLEY
Tel/Fax: 01280 706265

www. jemsstationers.co.uk
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Mick Connery
Tel:(mobile) 07764 250159

Tel: (evenings) 01280 850435

Studio One, 19 Westminstrer Croft, 
Brackley, Northants NN13 7ED

Tel: 01280 704444
www. cadmonkies.co.uk

cadmonkies@btconnect.com

                                        

.

★ Extensions 	★ Renovations

★ Conversions 	★ Brickwork

★	Stonework 	★ Slabbing

★ Plastering 	★ Plumbing

★ Bathroom & Kitchen 

Installations

★ Carpentry

EvanSons Building Solutions Ltd
14 The Pound, Syresham NN13 5HG

Tel/Fax: 01280 851165

Antique and Modern

Alterations and Repairs

Removal/Household Insurance 
Quotes

French Polishing

No Job Too Small

Hand Made Furniture to Order

Experienced Craftsman

Telephone (01280)

705187

CABINET 
MAKING

FURNITURE 
RESTORATION

●	SERVICING                      

●  REPAIRS

● WELDING                         

● TYRES

● BATTERIES                            

● PRE-MOT INSPECTIONS

●	DIAGNOSTIC TESTING

All makes of vehicle
_________________________________
_________
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'Our reputation is your guarantee'
Tel: 01280 702785 or
Mobile: 07780 610700
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Homeopathy has greatly helped many 
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more about homeopathy, please call

Lisa Allison

Tel: 0845 1572722 (Syresham)
www.homeopathy-and-health.co.uk
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Lisa Allison
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www.homeopathy-and-health.co.uk
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Est 2004
New and reconditioned cycles

Spares
Repairs
Services

Cycle Hire
Accessories
Restorations

Wheel Building
New Raleigh Bikes

01280 850266
Collection and delivery service
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Local Brackley builder with 25 years' 
experience

All types of building work undertaken. 

Excellent references available.

'Our reputation is your guarantee'
Tel: 01280 702785 or
Mobile: 07780 610700

E-Mail: Simat6@aol.com

elderly, with a wide range of symptoms. 
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● SERVICING                      ●  REPAIRS

● WELDING ● TYRES

● BATTERIES ● PRE-MOT 
                          INSPECTIONS

All makes of vehicle
_________________________________
_________

Classic Cars

● Restoration - full, or part

●  Unleaded conversions

● Engine rebuilds

● Replacement chassis/panels

● Welding
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Sat 8.30am - 4pm

Brackley  NN13  7BE

www.tyre-warehouse.co.uk
Follow us on Instagram       @tyrewarehousebrackley

 

 

 

 

 Places available now for children  

                 aged 2 – 3 years 

          Sessions 8:50 to 11:50am  

               or 12:30 to 3:30pm 

                Monday to Friday 

  Please ring 01280 850269 for more  

      information and an appointment  

                             to view 
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Many other rugs in stock
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                          SYRESHAM 
                   GENERAL STORES 
                        & POST OFFICE

Phone: 01280 850210; Fax: 01280 850747
As well as selling groceries, newspapers & magazines, we carry out: 

Photocopying, laminating (up to A4), faxing, dry cleaning, 
shoe recycling, mobile phone top-ups, Euros on demand.

Avon products can be ordered from Ruth.
Greeting cards and wrapping paper are stocked.

Opening hours: 7.30 am to 6pm Mon-Fri,
8 am to 1pm Sat.

PROPRIETOR: RUTH MARY GROVELL 

26

Mastercard, Visa & Debit Cards welcome



Taking complete care of your pet
At Croft Veterinary Centre, your pet is in the very best hands. Our team is 
made up of experienced veterinary surgeons, fully trained nurses and friendly 
receptionists who are dedicated to both your pet’s needs and your wishes.

Banbury Rd, Brackley Northants, NN13 6BH

Opening hours
Monday to Friday 8.30am to 6pm, Saturday 8.30am to 12pm

Consultations by appointment

Visit our new website with a Pet Information Library and our new
Click & Collect online shop at:

www.croftvetcentre.co.uk

www.facebook.com/CroftVetCentre

An established small animal dedicated practice in purpose-built 
premises with large car park
• Hospitalisation facilities, latest diagnostic and laboratory equipment all on site
• ‘Dog-Free’ waiting area for cats, rabbits and small pets
• Non-slip flooring to make it easier for elderly dogs with mobility problems

Tel: 01280 703451
info@croftvetcentre.co.uk



 
Macintyers have helped many families move into 

and around Syresham over the years. 
 

If you are considering selling, or letting your home, 
or would just like an up-to-date ‘no obligation’ valu-

ation you can call us on 01280 70100 or email 
post@macintyers.co.uk   

 
 

  Sales and Lettings 
Macintyers, Hartley House, 29 Market Place, Brackley, NN13 7AB 

  www.macintyers.co.uk 

 

SOLD  SOLD  

SOLD  LET SOLD  & LET  
Bradbery Grove Homes 
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